October 2026 Newsletter 
Robert Kemp Turner Elementary School
141 Circassion Drive, Dartmouth, NS B2W 4N7
902-464-5205, Safe Arrival 1-833-582-6940
We’re Rockets Soaring to Success!
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	Principal’s Message 

Dear Family, 

What a wonderful and productive first 4 weeks of school we had so far this year! We’ve successfully completed our first round of safety drills (with another fire drill happening this week). We supported each other in our Terry Fox teambuilding event and have connected with learning buddies to take on new perspectives. Created and led by our grade 5 and 6 students, with guidance from Ms Moody, we also joined in our first of the year school assembly! Each month we will have a student-led assembly that focuses on an important and relevant topic. As part of these monthly assemblies, staff will highlight individual students whose efforts over the previous month show examples of characteristics we value at RKT. 

Last week we welcomed two new families to our school community. Thank you everyone for sharing our RKT spirit of kindness and togetherness! Also last week, as part of our Treaty Day and Mi’kmaq History learning focus, our local Indigenous and Non-Indigenous Youth Leadership Group shared a special presentation including drumming, singing and stories. Wela'lioq (thank you from all of us) for sharing your knowledge and talents. It was powerful to see and listen to former and current RKT students share in the various displays of Mi’kmaq cultural!

As we settle into days with less sunlight, we are excited for upcoming adventures. These include class trips, a school dance, Fire Prevention Week with a special visit and so many more fun days ahead!

As always, please don’t hesitate to reach out when you have need, 
Regan      

902-464-5205 ext 6741001 or clanceyr@hrce.ca




	Important School Information

School Advisory Council 
Simply said, our school SAC needs more parent/guardian and community members. This is your chance!
If you are interested to know about and contribute more to school priorities, would like to help plan school direction, and have ideas about what the future of our school could look and sound like we would like to have your input.  

While our group title may sound very formal, we have many laughs while doing the very important work of advising and supporting our school. A minimal donation of time (6-10 hours) throughout the school year reaps so many rewards. Meeting new families, seeing your ideas come to life, knowing your child sees your participating, and contributing to the future of RKT as your child moves through the elementary years are only a few of the benefits to being a SAC member. 

SAC members play an important role in supporting student success at the school community level. This year we are looking for parents/guardians, and community members (those who are living in the school community but do not have a child currently attending the school) to join our group. No previous experience is required. We value and strive for diversity in our membership. Please spread the word and let us know if you or someone you know is interested to join us this year. Our next meeting, held in the school library, is scheduled for Thurs. Oct 29th at 5:00-6:00. If you’d like to attend but the date/time doesn’t work with your schedule, please let us know. 

Home and School 
Our H&S committee is busy behind the scenes meeting and planning our next Costume Dance which will be held on Thurs. Oct 22 from 6:00-7:00 pm. More information will come as the date draws near! If you’re looking to volunteer on our committee, we’d love to have you join in whatever capacity you can. Afterall, many hands and minds make lighter work. Please let us know and we can connect you with one of our committee members.

Safe Arrival 
On days when your child will be late or absent, please let us know. Our Safe Arrival number is 
1-833-582-6940. The only option to select is Absent with Notification. Select this for an Absence or late arrival. When your child arrives late, the office will update their attendance. Students must check in at the office when arriving late. 


Allergy Alerts / Medication
We have numerous students and staff with severe allergies to food and scents. Please refrain
from wearing scents when in our school and be diligent about the food items your child brings to school. Nuts and nut products cannot be sent to school.

If your child requires prescription medication to be given during school hours, an “Administration of Medication” form must be filled out and on file in the main office. All medicine is kept secured and distributed from the main office. Medications are required to be in the original container and clearly labelled for your child. 

If your child has a severe or life-threatening allergy or medical condition, please contact the office directly at 902-464-5205 so we can ensure a Plan of Care is in place for your child. 

Communication 
Thank you for reaching out to your child’s classroom teacher and the office as needed. We value hearing from you and strive to keep our communication timely and clear. If you need any assistance regarding communication between home and school please contact the office.
 

	School Community Information
Last year we collected food donations to Encounter Food Bank of The Salvation Army. We decided to continue this support as this Food Bank, in partnership with Feed Nova Scotia, services our RKT community (among others). Encounter food bank runs the only Gluten Free Food Bank in NS and provides culturally relevant food to the communities and guests served. 

Until November 20th, we will collect Kraft Dinner donations. To encourage participation and as way to strengthen our school spirit of giving to those in need, we will keep a running tally of class group donations with a pizza party prize going to those who meet their donation goal. If you’re curious about how we’re doing, there is a large graph on the wall inside our side entry door. 
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	Thoughts From Our Students
Sunny days are better than rainy days…most of the time. 
When are we having Muinjij?
Well, that was EASY! 
Our new classmate is SO nice!


	HRCE Information for Families

Nova Scotia School Lunch Program 
All lunches must be ordered through the online ordering system. To get started, visit www.NSLunch.ca and click “Order Now.” Returning users can sign in using their existing account. More information, including instructions on how to create a diner account, is available at www.NSLunch.ca.


	Important Dates

Oct. 7: Home & school Meeting 5:30-6:30
Oct. 12: Thanksgiving Holiday – Schools Closed 
Oct. 19: School Assembly – Indigenous Heritage & Student Recognition Focus
Oct. 23: Provincial Conference Day – No school for students 
Oct. 27-30: Grade 6 Assessments 

Nov. 4: Picture Retakes (for those wanting a retake or those previously absent)
Nov. 20: Assessment & Evaluation Day – No school for students 



	Please let us know if you’d like to see something specific in our Monthly School Newsletter, or if you have something you’d like shared. We’ll do our best to include or address your ideas!
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