September 2026 Newsletter 
Robert Kemp Turner Elementary School
141 Circassion Drive, Dartmouth, NS B2W 4N7
902-464-5205, Safe Arrival 1-833-582-6940
We’re Rockets Soaring to Success!
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	Principal’s Message 
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Dear Family, 
It’s our first 5 day week of 2026-2027! Which is a great time to keep you in the know of what’s happening at RKT. So far, classes and students are setting up learning, play and social routines so our time together runs well. Students are contributing ideas for class treaties, sharing thoughts during class meetings and problem solving many scenarios together. 

Thank you for doing your part in helping our students come prepared for their school day ahead. Our grounds are very wet these days. Tucking an extra pair of socks and a change of clothes in schoolbags is helpful (it will also prevent calls going to home/work during the day). 

A few reminders for the remainder of September. Our first Home & School Committee meeting for this year will be this Wednesday, Sept 16th  in the school library from 5-6pm. Everyone is welcome; we would love to have familiar and new members this year! If you’re interested but unavailable, please let the office or someone attending the meeting know so we can share the next meeting date with you. Our Terry Fox Event will take place on Friday Sept 18th . Students will participate in stations that encourage walk/run activity as well as teach them about Terry Fox and his Marathon of Hope. 

Next week promises to be a busy one! On Monday we will have a school assembly. Its focuses will include anti-bullying, eco-friendly living and sharing our plans for student recognition throughout the year. Thursday, Sept 24th is picture day with Adams Photography. The week wraps up with a professional learning day for staff. So, please note there will be no school for students on Friday, Sept 25th. 
As always, please don’t hesitate to reach out when you have need, 
Regan      

902-464-5205 ext 6741001 or clanceyr@hrce.ca


	Important School Information
Safe Arrival 
On days when your child will be late or absent, please let us know. Our Safe Arrival number is 
1-833-582-6940. The only option to select is Absent with Notification. Select this for an Absence or late arrival. When your child arrives late, the office will update their attendance. Students must check in at the office when arriving late. 

Allergy Alerts / Medication
We have numerous students and staff with severe allergies to food and scents. Please refrain
from wearing scents when in our school and be diligent about the food items your child brings to school. Nut products cannot be sent to school.

If your child requires prescription medication to be given during school hours, an “Administration of Medication” form must be filled out and on file in the main office. All medicine is kept secured and distributed from the main office. Medications are required to be in the original container and clearly labelled for your child. 

If your child has a severe or life-threatening allergy or medical condition, please contact the office directly at 902-464-5205 so we can ensure a Plan of Care is in place for your child. 

Communication 
Communication between home and school is key to everyone’s successful year. In addition to our monthly school newsletter, messages from the Principal or School will be sent home via School Messager (families receive an email). If you require a paper copy of the newsletter, please contact the main office and we will provide one. Each classroom and specialist teacher has a preferred way of communicating which was shared on curriculum night. If you are unsure how to connect with your child’s teacher, please call (902-464-5205) or email (rkt@hrce.ca) and we will help with connecting you with them.

Safety Drills
We will have several planned safety drills throughout the year. The children did an amazing job last week during our first fire drill. They moved and waited for direction in a calm, safe and attentive manner. This week we will practice our Lockdown procedures. Teachers will practice this ahead of our school-wide drill. A reminder that when we practice or are involved in a real Lockdown procedure we will not be attending to the door/buzzer until the procedure is over. We appreciate your patience if you arrive during a procedure already taking place.    

Ticks 
Some of our favourite school play areas include grassy and wooden areas. This can result in encounters with ticks and other small woodland bugs and creatures. Please teach and check your children for ticks and other tiny travellers.



	School Community Information
Thank you for sharing your thoughts on our ‘Wall Town Hall’ during our Curriculum Night and Social. Messages you shared in response to some of the staff questions are below: 

Summer joy was found in: Playing with friends, my family, beaching, our kids are at really fun ages (13 & 7), a monster truck show, going to camp, and swimming at Rainbow Haven.

Some things that make us feel safe at school include: 
Soft eye contact, My blanket, Check-ins, Kindness, My teachers 

Things that would improve your and your child’s sense of safety at RKT? 
Keep hands to self!
Not talking to Strangers
Idk (I don’t know) - noticed twice – feel free to let us know as you know in the future
Iron bars
Share calm down skills
Attention placed on the ‘victim’ in situations
Notification to parents when there are safety incidents & how they were resolved
It is safe here

Goals families would like their children to work toward this year include: 
Patience & kindness, Independence & responsibility for actions, Kindness & spelling, Self-responsibility

Community events you’d like to see at RKT this year include: 
Spring Fair, Regular themed plays and concerts (not generic), Theme days, Bingo night!, Spirit days, Dance

We learned not everyone is aware of the provincial Homework Policy. Here are a few key points about homework. Homework has one or more of three purposes; to prepare for future learning, to practice new knowledge or skills, and/or to enrich students’ understanding. Homework is not given or used to discipline or punish a student, introduce or practice skills the student does not yet understand or to assess a student’s learning without reference to other work. Below is a link to the NS Homework Policy. https://www.ednet.ns.ca/docs/homeworkpolicy.pdf

	Thoughts From Our Students
A collection of student thoughts since starting school this year
Wow, that’s cool!          Oh, I forgot, my class is that way…not this way.      Ga-ga ball is so FUN! 
I can help you, do it this way.       Can I go down THAT slide?     Look at all the crab apples!!!
I’ll bring in the soccer nets.     Can I make a bracelet?      I love movement breaks!
Double 4 is 8, 8 doubled is 16, 16 doubled is 32!    Thanks!    It’s hard, but I can do hard things. 
Clearly, a range of happenings is taking place at RKT. Lots of learning and fun mark our days!

	HRCE Information for Families
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation
On September 30, we honour the children who never returned home from residential schools, and the survivors, families and communities who continue to live with their lasting impacts. 

Orange Shirt Day is an Indigenous-led movement that reminds us that Every Child Matters and encourages all of us to learn, reflect and support truth and reconciliation.
As there are no classes on Wednesday, September 30, we invite students and staff to wear orange, if they're able, on Tuesday, September 29.

Nova Scotia School Lunch Program 
All lunches must be ordered through the online ordering system. To get started, visit www.NSLunch.ca and click “Order Now.” Returning users can sign in using their existing account. More information, including instructions on how to create a diner account, is available at www.NSLunch.ca.



	Important Dates

Sept 21: Our 1st School Assembly of 2026-27
Sept. 24 – Picture Day with Adams Photography
Sept. 25: Professional Development Day – No classes for PP-12 
Sept 29: Observe Orange Shirt Day  
Sept. 30: National Day for Truth and Reconciliation – No classes PP-12
 
Oct. 12: Thanksgiving
Oct. 23: Provincial Conference Day – No school for students 



	
Is there something you’d like to see in the Monthly School Newsletter? 
Do you have some thoughts to share with our School Community?
Please let us know, we’ll do our best to include and or address your ideas!
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