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We’re Rockets Soaring to Success!
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Dear Family, 

The marvelous month of May highlighted so many of our students’ talents. Many were displayed through the grade 6 band performance, Muinjij Program activities, professional artist-led class art lessons, and our spring music concert! 

We extend a big thank you to our grade 3 students who brought their best efforts to the Provincial Assessments. We’ll hear more about the results of students’ efforts in the Fall. As well, to our grade 4, 5, and 6 students who participated in the Track and Field Meet, thank you for representing our school with your skills, determination and positivity! 

And then, with the rain and wind of May, June blew in! Throughout this month students will be engaged in many exciting learning opportunities. SuperNova science presentations, class trips, a transition visit to the junior high, more time with our Big Bears, field day, and our grade six closing happening on June 25 at 1:00 pm are just a few of the happenings at RKT this month. 

This month as we continue to focus on what’s happening in each day, we are also preparing for the school year ahead. Please give a careful read to the related information in the following ‘School Information’ section of this newsletter. 

Wishing you a Joyful June,

Regan

Principal
clanceyr@hrce.ca


SCHOOL INFORMATION

It’s that time of year when we are preparing for the next school year!
It is important for us to have the most accurate information for next year. So, if you know your child is not returning next year (other than grade 6s moving on to junior high) please let us know. This includes if you are moving out of province, moving within NS, or moving out of the RKT school area to a new school. 
Also, if you are moving out of the RKT school area but would like to remain at RKT as an “Out of Area” enrollment we can assist you with that process and knowing as soon as possible is most helpful for everyone involved. Please email/call Ms Clancey directly regarding such a change. 
Changes in student population impacts staffing, class configurations, and supply preparations for the new school year. It is extremely helpful to know these changes as soon as possible. 
If your address has changed, please update it on the HRCE website:
https://www.hrce.ca/families/student-registration-updates
Scroll to the bottom of the page where it says, “Click here” and follow the prompts.


SCHOOL BASED REMINDERS

Safe Arrival / Student Absences
If your child will be absent or late, please call our Safe Arrival number at 1-833-582-6940, so the office is aware. A quick call from you greatly contributes to the smooth operations of our morning routines, and it prevents us interrupting your day with calls inquiring on the whereabouts of your child. 

If your child is going to be late, please report them as absent and the office will update it when they arrive. Students who arrive after their class line has entered the building must come to the office to check in. 

Pre-Primary students are to be dropped off at the pre-primary door. Please ring the bell on the wall near the pre-primary lineup door and staff will meet you. 
Allergy Alerts / Medication
If your child has a severe medical condition and/or requires prescription medication to be taken while at school, please contact the main office for the necessary documentation and procedural information. 

Head Lice Reminders
Please make checking for the presence of nits and/or lice part of your family routines. The warm weather does not keep them away.

Water Bottles and Warm Weather Days
As our days grow warmer, please remember to send a filled water bottle to school with your child. Students should be taking these home each day for washing. 

Our school building temperature will fluctuate as the outdoor weather changes so please sent your child with layers of clothing appropriate for warmer days. A sweater is often helpful as our playgrounds can get cooler when it’s windy. 

Sunscreen, hats and long sleeves help protect us from the sun during outdoor play times. If you send sunscreen for your child to use, please let them know it is not to be shared (due to sensitivities) and to be careful when applying it, so it does not make contact on others’ body or clothes. Schools are scent aware/sensitive, so we respectfully request for unscented sunscreens. 

Food Donations for Encounter Food Bank
Our Caring Heart is almost filled in! Thank you for the generous donations to the Encounter Food Bank. This has been a passion project this year and with the remaining weeks of school we hope to complete our heart. June’s need of the month is school snacks. However, all donations are welcome.

Home and School News
The Home & School Committee is working hard on the planning and excited to host the Spring Fair this Saturday, June 6th from 11:00-1:00 pm. Children must be accompanied by an adult. We’re hoping to see you there joining in the fun and spending some community time together!

School Advisory Council News 
Key Responsibilities of a SAC Include:
Advising the Principal: Sharing thoughts on school policies and initiatives centred on fostering safe and inclusive learning environments.

Monitoring the School Improvement Plan: Working with administrators in attending to the school goals to student achievement

Managing SAC Grants: Overseeing and making decisions about the allocation of funds to to support school programs.

Policy Consultation: Contribute voice to wider regional and provincial education policies

Annual Reporting: Summarizing the SAC’s year activities in a year end report submitted to the HRCE. This is a responsibility and celebration of the work done.

We hope to have additional family and community members join our SAC next year. If you have a little time to spare and are interested in contributing to our school community in a collaborative and supportive way, please consider joining us at our next meeting to hear about what we’ve been up to this year and how you might be able to play a part next year. Our next meeting will be held in the school library on June 9th from 5:00-6:00 pm. Interested but cannot make the meeting time? No problem, just contact the school office to let them know.

Halifax Regional Centre for Education (HRCE) INFORMATION
Screen Free Summer: Digital Diet Guidance
As summer approaches, many families are thinking about screen time. This article introduces the idea of a “digital diet,” encouraging a focus on the quality and purpose of screen use rather than just limiting it. It offers practical ways to help children build healthier, more balanced habits with technology. Read more here.

Access Awareness Week - May 31 to June 6
Access Awareness Week in Nova Scotia, taking place May 31–June 6, 2026, is an opportunity to recognize the importance of accessibility, inclusion, and the leadership of people with disabilities. This year’s theme, “Disability Justice: Stronger Together, First Voice Leading Change for Collective Action,” emphasizes the importance of centering lived experience and working collaboratively to create meaningful, lasting change.
In schools, this week is a powerful reminder that inclusion is everyone’s responsibility. Classrooms are where understanding begins — through learning, conversation, and action. By listening to diverse voices, removing barriers, and fostering accessible learning environments, educators and students help build school communities where all learners feel valued and supported.


2026-27 Bus Information
Information about student transportation for the 2026-27 school year will be available to view online through the BusPlanner Parent Portal later in July.

Families eligible for transportation will receive an email to access the Parent Portal to view their child’s bus information once it is available.

Once you receive the email, you must follow the instructions to activate your new Parent Portal account and create a password. Using previous Parent Portal login information will not work.
If you can't find the email, please contact transportation@hrce.ca or 902-431-4723 for assistance.

Over the summer, the HRCE Student Transportation team will also reach out to new HRCE families and those families who may require special needs transportation for their children with more information about busing.

Reminder: The Student Transportation team is available to assist you and answer questions about busing all summer at transportation@hrce.ca or 902-431-4723. When contacting the team, please ensure you have your child’s name, grade, school name and student ID number ready. Your child’s student ID number can be found in PowerSchool or on the top of your child’s report card. 

Nova Scotia Loyal Farmers' Market Voucher Program
Once again, this year students across the province will receive a $10 Nova Scotia Loyal voucher to use at participating farmers’ markets. The program encourages young people and families to explore local markets, support Nova Scotian growers and producers, and learn more about where their food comes from. From fresh produce and baked goods to locally made products, the initiative helps connect students with their communities while supporting small businesses and strengthening the local economy. Families are encouraged to visit participating markets over the summer months and discover all that Nova Scotia has to offer through the Nova Scotia Loyal program. A voucher was sent home last week with our students. Happy local shopping!

Listen to Lead: Year 2
Listen to Lead, HRCE's annual consultation, is more than just a survey. It is an ongoing commitment to partnership, continuous improvement, and ensuring our schools reflect the voices and experiences of the communities they serve. Please take the opportunity to share your thoughts, feedback and vision for HRCE anonymous through ThoughtExchange: Participate here . The consultation will be open until June 4. 
Be Tick Aware in Nova Scotia
After a long and snow-filled winter, we’re finally headed toward summer – a season when many people spend time at Nova Scotia’s beautiful beaches, parks, and wooded areas. However, we need to be mindful of the presence of ticks and how we can protect ourselves. Nova Scotia is home to several kinds of ticks, but only blacklegged tick bites can cause illnesses like Lyme disease, Anaplasmosis, Babesiosis and Powassan virus. Tick-borne diseases can lead to serious illness, especially if they are not noticed and treated quickly.
It's important that we all know what to do about ticks, so if you’ve asked yourself any of these questions lately:
· What does a tick look like?
· What do I do if I find a tick on me or my child?
· What symptoms should I be aware of?
· How can I prevent ticks? 
· Visit NovaScotia.ca/TickSafety to learn more.                      

Operation Landline by Unplugged Canada
Unplugged Canada has launched a new resource called Operation Landline, designed to help families reconnect kids with safe, healthy communication, without the pressures and distractions of smartphones. The initiative encourages families to bring back the family landline as a simple way for children to build independence, strengthen social skills and stay connected with friends and neighbours in a safer, more intentional way.
Created in partnership with the Institute of Child Psychology, the complete guide includes practical tips for setting up modern landline options, teaching phone safety and etiquette, and even creating a family phonebook together. Families are also invited to sign the Unplugged Canada pledge to help create a new community norm around delaying smartphones and supporting connected childhoods.


UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES
JUNE is known for being National Indigenous History Month, Italian Heritage Month, Filipino Heritage Month, Portuguese Heritage Month, Pride Month and so much more including:
JUNE
June 2: Grade 6 visit to Sir Robert Borden (rain date – June 3)
June 3: Home & School Meeting 5:30-6:30
June 8: SuperNova – Science Based Learning Presentations with classes
June 18: Pre-Primary Orientation – call school for more details if needed
June 19: Field Day Event
June 21: National Indigenous Peoples Day 
June 25: Grade 6 Closing 1:00 pm in the school gym
June 29: Assessment and Evaluation Day – No Classes for Students 
June 30: Last day of school for students and staff – Stay tuned for dismissal information 
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